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Police Athletics for Community Engagement (P.A.C.E.) is striving every day to build positive Police/Community
relationships between police officers, first responders, youth participants and our community through athletics
and educational programming. Our P.A.C.E. athletes return every year to experience the positive opportunities
we are creating. We want them to share in quality "safe places to play", while being surrounded by police, their
parents, community members and leaders, all providing positive influences on our youth. This environment gives
P.A.C.E. the opportunity to promote our Core values of "R.E.S.P.E.C.T." (Reliability, Enthusiasm, Sportsmanship,
Positive attitude, Education, Commitment and Teamwork). We believe sports are essential to academic success, 
community safety and public health. 

P.A.C.E. continues to grow from a program that served (65) youth in the beginning, to 2,650 (2017), 4,150
(2018), over 5,800 (2019), 3000 (2020). Thanks to everyone's hard work and generosity, we were able to offer
our youth opportunities to stay active in our program during the pandemic. The opportunity to offer our
programming to our youth and their families during a time of isolation, anxiety and added family stresses had a
positive impact on our children and our community. Over 4,000 (2021). We anticipate, as the pandemic slows,
that we will continue to once again grow and over 5,000 youth will wake up excited, knowing they have a team
they belong to and police officers/coaches who care about them and their future. 

We at P.A.C.E. also understand it is a community effort that makes our program successful. We are P.A.C.E.
because of the caring donors, supporters, partners and over 2,000 volunteers (between 2018 and 2021) from
law enforcement and the community, all who believe in our kids and the mission of P.A.C.E., and how important it
was, especially to keep the youth in our community active, during this difficult time for our community. As we
ended our 2021 P.A.C.E. athletic programming season, there are so many stories involving our P.A.C.E. youth,
police coaches and community members to share with everyone. These memories will be cherished by all for a
lifetime. 

I want to take a moment to share with you why P.A.C.E. is so much more than athletics. In a time where “pay to
play” athletics is making it tougher for our inner-city youth to participate in sporting activities, especially young
females, we felt that general athletics was our way of offering something fun and positive during summer
vacation and while the kids are away from school. We felt it was important to provide this opportunity FREE of
any charges to participants and families. Our objective is to provide positive activities at specific times of the day
and week where youth statistically are most vulnerable to many negative influences. 

Today, a child waking up in a low-income community is four times less likely to play sports after school than a
child waking up in a more affluent community. Kids who should be kicking soccer balls and swinging baseball
bats after school, instead, will spend part of their day hanging out on the street, with higher chances of being
surrounded by negative influences. 

Together, we are investing in the future of our youth and the positive impact they will have in our community. We
are all making a difference. With each child we impact, we strengthen our entire community. 

Thank you for the faith, trust and support of P.A.C.E. Omaha. 
 

A message from our 
Executive Director, 
Richard Gonzalez



3,609

Race
American Indian/Alaska Native 1%
Asian 7%
Black/African American 16%
Hispanic 42%
Multiple Races 8%
Native American 1%
Native Hawaiian 1%
Other 2%
White 22% 

Gender
31% Female
68% Male
1% Not Specified

Youth Participants

Our Demographics

Let's Do The Numbers

2021 

722 Baseball

101 Basketball

100 CrossFit

298 Flag Football / Cheer

129 Educational Camps

2259 Soccer

Participation by Program



Program Statistics

Some History

We are on a mission to 
improve our community by 

providing free sports, fitness, 
and educational 

programming to Omaha 
metro area youth



   Our Mission:
Police Athletics for Community Engagement (PACE) combines 
community policing, crime prevention, youth development and 

education via FREE team sports and law enforcement education camps 
for "at-risk" and disadvantaged inner-city youth in Omaha. PACE 

develops discipline, self-esteem, and positive moral values through 
wholesome sports competition and education programs.

The Omaha Police Department (OPD) and other local law  enforcement agencies participate by mentoring and coaching youth 
participants recruited by PACE staff from area schools, parent referrals, juvenile probation checks and neighborhood events. 
PACE free athletic and education programs provide community-based gang prevention, intervention and suppression through 

this key partnership with the OPD, the City of Omaha, the Omaha Fire Department, the Nebraska State Patrol, Sarpy County 
Sheriff's Office, La Vista Police Department, the Papillion Police Department  and other local first responder agencies.

The combined mission of these organizations is to build positive community bridges and relationships 
between police officers, juvenile probation officers, juvenile offenders, at-risk youth and community; and to eliminate 

youth gang membership, reduce recidivism, prevent crime and revitalize neighborhoods. To reduce crime and 
juvenile delinquency in Omaha, PACE programming teams underserved youth, police officers and community 
members together working collaboratively on constructive and fun goals. PACE programming is intentionally 

provided during the known  peak times that idle youth might be engaged in delinquent or gang activities.

The Mission:



New Programming
Thanks to funding from the Charles E. Lakin Foundation, 
PACE was able to add an elite soccer academy program. 
This program is pairing PACE youth with professional 
soccer coaches and providing specialized training and 
league play - FREE of charge to the the youth and their 
families.

Skills
This program is providing our youth the
training and skills needed to compete
an excel at soccer and is instilling
values that will prepare these youth for
success outside of sports.

The 2021 academy started with co-ed U9 – U10
– U11 – U12 participants. Teams are being
developed at all skill levels. The PACE academy is
also providing year-round training in sports
nutrition, academics, and strength conditioning
classes. Every year a new group of athletes will
be added at the U9 level.

Beyond Sports

Soccer Academy 
powered by the 
Charles E. Lakin 
Foundation



Growth

Financial targets
In 2021, for the first year ever, PACE exceeded
over one million in donations and grant awards. 

Future plans for 
growth
In 2022 PACE will be growing 
through Building Acquisitions, 
the Completion of our new 
Campos Field Snack 
Shack/Restrooms and 
constructions of a new Indoor 
Facility



Income

$1,423,266

Expenses

$1,143,568

Dollars at Work

2021 

78% Programming

11% Management

11% Fundraising/Marketing

Functional Expenses

Expenses by Program

Baseball 24%

Basketball 3%

 CrossFit 1%

Camps/ACT 3%

Flag Football 3%

Soccer 43%



At PACE, our motto is, "It's not the game but what we 
learn from the game that makes us better citizens."
The youth participate in free organized athletics, but 
the driving force is knowledge based on the acronym 

RESPECT:
R = Reliability for attendance

E = Enthusiasm to play and learn with passion
S = Sportsmanship for fair play and respect for 
yourself, your teammates, coaches, officials and 

parents
P = Positive Attitude to go beyond the restrictions of 

winning or losing
E = Education as a prime goal in their lives
C = Commitment to finish what you start

T = Teamwork to work together for the betterment of 
the team

 



Grateful!
We are so grateful for 
the support we receive 
from our volunteers 
each year, but this year 
we are even more 
thankful. Our coaches 
and volunteers donate 
their own personal 
time to participate 
during 2021, and 
logged over 5,000 
hours valued at over 
$125,000. 

$125,833 
in volunteer 

hours

Value!

Volunteers



To Our Partners

Thank You!

In 2021 Police Athletics for Community 
Engagement (PACE) received tremendous support 
from our Law Enforcement Partners.  The Omaha 
Police Department, the Nebraska State Patrol, the 
Sarpy County Sheriff's Office, the La Vista Police 

Department, the Papillion Police Department, and 
the Douglas County Sheriff's Office all participated 

by coaching and mentoring our Baseball, Flag 
Football, and Soccer teams and assisted with our 

Law Enforcement KOPs Camps.



Baseball
Basketball
Cheer
CrossFit
Flag-Football
Summer Soccer
After-School Soccer
Micro and Girls Soccer
8-18 Soccer Academy Year-Round
Trail Running
Mountain Biking
U9-U11 Soccer Academy Training
U9-U11 Baseball Academy Training

In 2022 PACE will offer the following FREE programming:

Coming 
Up in 
2022



Anthony “Tony” Schrager
Treasurer & Active Board Member, COO 
and Principal, Active Brands Company

Captain Kathy Belcastro-Gonzalez
Active Board Member, Omaha Police 
Dept., Captain, Southeast Precinct 

Jamie Gutierrez
Active Board Member President and 
CEO Midwest Maintenance Co.

Lieutenant Ken Fox
Active Board Member, Omaha Police 
Dept., Lieutenant, Training Unit (BPOA- 
Black Peace Officers Association)

Ray Somberg
Active Board Member, Co-Founder and 
Chairman Emeritus of First Responders 
Foundation

Sergeant Marcus Taylor
Active Board Member, Omaha Police 
Dept., Sergeant, Training Unit (BPOA- 
Black Peace Officers Association)

Lance Jones
Chairman & Active Board 
Member, Certified Financial 
Planner, Parkland Securities, 
LLC

Kip Gordman
Past Chairman & Active Board 
Member, Co-Founder & 
Managing Director 
Customerserv Solutions and 
KMG Holdings LLC

Deputy Chief Greg Gonzalez 
Past Co-Chair & Active Board 
Member, Omaha Police Dept., 
Deputy Chief, Executive 
Services Bureau

Chief Todd Schmaderer
Chief of Police, Omaha Police 
Department (Emeritus)

Aaron Johnson
Secretary & Active Board 
Member, General Counsel at 
Baird Holm LLP Real Estate & 
Lending Practices Group

2021 Board Members



Captain Richard Gonzalez (Ret.)
Executive Director

 
Officer Antonio Espejo (Ret.)

Director of Programming  
 

Tish Mendick
Director of Finance/Grant Administrator

 
Angela Coleman

Volunteer Coordinator
 

Arlene Zepeda
Registration Specialist

 
Sergeant Ray Fidone (Ret.)
Field Maintenance Manager

 
Makoor Arop
Damond Ross

Gregory Rey Gonzalez
Kyle Droege

Field Maintenance Technicians

Sport Program Coordinators
 

Saul Soltero - Baseball 
 

Earl Sams - North Baseball 
 

Abraham Ledesma Aguilera  - Soccer 
 

Jeremy Messick - Flag-Football
 

Tim Shriver - Micro/Girls Soccer
 

Kyle Droege - Afterschool Soccer
 

2021 PACE Staff


